(19) 



J 



(12) 



(43) Date of publication: 

08.12.1999 Bulletin 1999/49 

(21) Application nuirtber: 98201867.3 

(22) Date of filing: 05.06.1998 



Europdisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europtendes brevets (11) EP 0 962 384 A1 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) IntQ.^: B63B 22/02 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventor: Poldervaart, Leendert 


AT BE CH CY DE DK ES R FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


06 La Turbie (FR) 


MCNLPTSE 




Designated Extension States: 


(74) Representative: 


ALLTLVMKROSI 


de Bruijn, Leendert C. et al 




Nederlandsch Odrooibureau . 


(71) Applicant: 


P.O. Box 29720 


SINGLE BUOY MOORINGS INC. 


2502 LS Den Haag (NL) 


CH-1723 Marty (CH) 





(54) Loading arrangement 

(57) The invention relates to a loading arrangement 
comprising a riser (10) that extends from a subsea 
structure to a coupling element fdr coupling the riser to 
a vessel. The coupling element comprises a buoy body 
(7) which is connected to a retention member (2) via a 
flexible connection part (8). The retention member (2), 
such as a submerged buoy, is attached to anchor lines 



(3.3*) which at or near their end parts are provided with 
buoyancy means (4). The connection part (8). which 
can be a cable or a frame structure has a relatively high 
tensile strength to anchor the vessel to the sea bed and 
to prevent drift of the vessel when tension is exerted on 
the connection part (8) and the anchor lines (3). 
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Description 

[0001 ] The invention relates to a toading anrangement 
comprising a riser extending from a sut}sea structure to 
a coupling element that is attached to the riser for cou- 
pling the riser to a vessel, the coupling element com- 
prising a buoy body (STL buoy) that is connected to the 
sea bed via anchor lines that are provided with buoy- 
ancy means at or near their ends that are located near 
the buoy body. 

[0002] In the Heidrun fields, oil is transferred from the 
subsea well to shuttle tankers via a Direct Shuttle Load- 
ing (DSL) system. In this way intermediate storage facil- 
ities need not be used and continuous oil production 
and transfer directly to the shuttle tanker is possible. 
The shuttle tankers comprise a Subn)erge Tun'el Load- 
ing (STL) mooring construction having a keel cavity in 
which a coupling buoy is received. The coupling buoy is 
attached to flexible risers connected to the subsea oil 
well and is attached to the sea bed via anchor lines. The 
and^ lines are near their upper ends provided with 
buoyancy such that the coupling buoy is maintained at a 
predetermined positbn below water level upon detach- 
ing from the shuttle tanker. Such a system is further 
described in WO 96/36529. 

[0003] During high seas, the shuttle tanker will be dis- 
connected from the coupling buoy, for instance at wave 
heights of 10 m or higher. When the wave height 
decreases, the shuttle tanker needs to be reattached to 
Ixioy at significant wave heights of 4-5.5 m or at higher 
sea states, whk;h is a very difficult and precise opera- 
tion. The horizontal and vertical position of the detached 
buoy, which is suspended between the buoyant upper 
ends of the anchor lines, is very stable and can not fol- 
low the relative nrovements of the vessel during the 
hook-up of the STL buoy. It is therefore an object of the 
present invention to provide an STL buoy loading 
anrangement which can be easily coupled to a shuttle 
tanker after detachment 

[0004] Thereto the loading arrangement according to 
the present invention is characterised in that the buoy 
body is connected to a retention member via a flexible 
connection part the retention member being attached 
to the anchor lines, wherein the connection part has a 
relatively high tensile strength to anchor the vessel to 
the seabed and to prevent drift of the vessel when ten- 
sion Is exerted on the connection part and the anchor 
lines. By the substantially flexible connection part, the 
STL buoy is decoupled from the relatively large horizon- 
tal and vertical stiffness of the anchoring means. The 
buoyancy means may be formed by the retention mem- 
ber, which rray have positive buoyancy or by separiate 
buoyancy members attached to the end of each anchor 
line, or by a combination thereot It is not necessary for 
the buoy body to have a lot of buoyancy. Because of the 
substantial flexible connection of the STL kxjoy to the 
retention member, the buoy is able to follow the vertical 
and horizontal movements of the vessel, whfch makes it 



easy to pull the STL buoy in towards the shuttle tanker 
and to align the buoy with the keel cavity during the 
hook-up procedure. By providing a substantially flexible 
connection part, the dynamic vessel is in a flexible way 
5 connected to the relatively stiff and stable mooring and 
loading system fomied by the retentfon member and the 
anchor lines. With the term flexible" it is meant a con- 
nection which can be displaced in a lateral direction with 
respect to the vertical such as a chain or catMe connec- 
10 tion, a pivoting frame or a tubular member virtiich com- 
prises pivoting segments, and the like. 
[0005] It should be noted that an offshore tanker bad- 
ing system in which a flexible attachment between a 
coupling member which is located at the water surface 
15 for coupling to a shuttle tanker, and a submerged reten- 
tion member in the form of a buoy is known from US pat- 
ent number 5.275,510. In the known loading system 
however the retentton member is connected to the sea- 
bed via a riser system. From the retention memk)er a 
20 single riser extends vertically upwards to the coupling 
member for providing a fluid connection with a shuttle 
tanker. This system can only be used in combination 
with a dynamically positioning system in which the 
tanker position is maintained constant by control of the 
25 thrusters. No anchoring forces can be transmitted 
through the vertical riser part towards the seabed such 
that an anchoring function is not present in this case. 
[0006] In one embodiment of the present invention, 
the retention member comprises a chain table con- 
30 nected to the seabed via at least two anchor lines. The 
chain table may comprise buoyancy to keep it at its 
desired depth. The anchor tines can near their upper 
ends be provkled with buoyancy members and can 
extend in a circular pattem around the chain table such 
35 that it is maintained at a predetermined depth below sea 
level, for instance 50 metres at the total water depth of 
for instance 1 400 metres. The chain table may comprise 
a rotatable swivel having a stationary part connected to 
the riser and a rotating part connected to a flexible riser 
40 section which extends from the rotating part to the STL 
buoy. The flexible riser section is attached to the STL 
buoy via a second swivel for allowing displacement of 
the flexible riser section in a plane through the connec- 
tion part. In this way relative rotations of the vessel with 
45 respect to the chain table can be accommodated with- 
out exerting too large tensions on the flexible riser sec- 
tion between the chain table and the STL buoy. 
[0007] In another embodiment the retention member 
may comprise a pivot arm that is pivotably connected to 
50 a vessel, such as a floating production storage and 
off toading vessel (FPSO) wherein the connection part is 
attached at or near the free end of the pivot arm. In this 
system the STL buoy is permanently connected to the 
arm and can k>e easily picked up in the keel cavity of the 
55 Shuttle tanker for offloading without the buoy being 
moored to the seabed. This embodiment is particularly 
useful in heavy environments and during higher sea 
states of wave heights between 6-8 m, arid improves the 
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shuttle tanker connectAJisconnect sea state and thus 
the overall availatDility of the shuttle tanker. The distance 
between the first and second vessels could be as large 
as 500 metres. A ballast weight may be attached to the 
pivot ami. which may for Instance be a delta frame, to 5 
stabilize the frame when the STL buoy is disconnected 
from the shuttle tanker. A further advantage of attaching 
the STL buoy to the pivot arm is that upon connection, 
the pivot arm keeps the shuttle tanker at a relatively 
fixed distance from the first vessel (FPSO). 
[0008] Preferably a weight is attached to a support 
arm that is located transversely to the pivot ann. such 
that the weight is located below the pivoting connectbn 
of the pivot arm when the pivot arm is in its submerged 
equilibrium position. In this way a stable submerged 
position is achieved wherein the moment on the pivot 
hinges is relatively low. 

[0009] The connection part may comprise a chain 
which can be provided with a chain swivel for allowing 
rotation of an upper and lower chain part upon weath- 
ervaning of the vessel. It is also possit}le to use a sub- 
stantially rigid frame member as a connection part, the 
frame member being connected to the buoy body via a 
pivot connection such that the buoy body may be tilted 
with respect to the frame member upon drift of the shut- 
tle tanker. 

[0010] In another embodiment the STL buoy is con- 
nected to a first vessel via a flow line which is taken up 
by a winch on the vessel. The buoy couW be moved into 
the direction of the keel cavity of the shuttle tanker via a 
hook up line, a r^note operated vehicle (ROV) or with 
thrusters connected tp the STL buoy. 
[0011] Some embodiments of a loacfing system 
according to the present Invention will by way of exam- 
ple be explained in detail with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings. In the drawings: 

Figure 1 shows a side view of a k>adlng arrange- 
ment according to the present inventton, 
Figure 2 shows a first embodiment of the loading 
an^angement wherein the connection part is formed 
by a cat)le or chain. 

Rgure 3 shows an embodiment wherein the con- 
nection part is flexible and is formed by a substan- 
tially rigid frame member connected to ttie STL 
buoy and to a chain table via pivot cormections. 
Figure 4 shows a partially cut away enlarged detail 
of the loading arrangement of the present inventfon 
comprising a chain type connection part. 
Figure 5 shows a further embodiment of a loading 
anangement of the present invention wherein the 
STL buoy is connected to a pivot arm. 
Figure 6 shows a top view of the pivot arm of figure 
5. and 

Figure 7 shows a third embodiment wherein the 
STL buoy is attached to a winch on a vessel via a 
flow line. 



[001 2] Rgure 1 shows a loading and mooring arrange- 
ment 1 according to ttie present Invention wherein a 
chain table 2 is connected to a number of anchor lines 
3, 3\ The anchor lines 3, 3' are connected to the seat)ed 
via anchors such as piled anchors, suction arichors or 
fluke anchors. At the upper ends of the anchor fines 3.3*. 
which can comprise anchor chains, wire rope cables or 
cables of synthetic materials such as polyetiiylene or 
any combination thereof, buoyancy members 4, 4' are 
connected. The anchor lines 3, 3' extend in a circular or 
grouped configuration around tiie chain table 2 and 
maintain ttie chain table at a predetermined position 
below water level 5. A buoy body, or submerged turret 
loading buoy (STL) 7 is attached to the chain table 2 via 
a flexible connection part 8 which can be in tiie form of 
a chain, cable, or pivoting frame member. The STL buoy 
7 comprises coipling members for attaching to a keel 
cavity 6 in the shuttie tanker 9; The keel cavity 6 may be 
part of a tun'et system around which ttie tanker 9 can 
weathervane or can be fixedly placed In the hull of the 
vessel wittiout ttie use of a turret construction. 
[0013] A number of risers 10, of which only one has 
been shown for reasons of clarity, extend from ttie sea- 
bed, for instance from a subsea oil well to the chain 
table 2. Rom ttie chain table 2 a flexible riser section 1 1 
extends towards the STL buoy 7. The length of the con- 
nection part 8 may for instance be between 10 and 50 
meter. The water deptii In which the system is used may 
for instance be 1 300 meter. 

[0014] Figure 2 shows an embodiment wherein ttie 
connection part 8 is formed by a chain or cable such 
ttiat a large degree of freedom in positfoning the STL- 
buoy 7 witti respect to the relatively stiffly supported 
chain table 2 is possible. 

[001 5] In the embodiment of figure 3, ttie connection 
part 8 is formed by a substantially rigid tubular member 
or frame member 14 which is attached to the STL buoy 
7 via a pivot joint 15. At ttie bottom, ttie tubular member 
or frame member 14 is connected to tiie chain table 2 
via a pivot joint 16. However, the pivot joint 1 6 is optional 
and may be omitted. The riser 10 may be guided 
ttirough ttie frame member 14 or couki be routed out- 
side of the frame member 14. 
[001 6] Rgure 4 shows an enlarged detail of ttie load- 
ing and mooring arrangement according to ttie present 
Invention wherein ttie product riser 10 Is connected to a 
stationary part of a fluid swivel 16 on ttie chain tat)ie 2. 
The rotating part of ttie fluid swivel 16 is connected to 
flexible riser section 11. At the lower end of the STL- 
buoy 7, ttie flexible riser section 11 is connected to a 
swivel 17. The chain 19, connecting ttie chain table 2 
and the.STL buoy 7, is provided witti a chain swivel 20 
such that an upper chain section 21 can rotate relative 
to fower chain section 22 around tiie length dimension 
of the chain 19. At ttie upper end, the chain 21 is con- 
nected to a gintjal table 23 of the STL-buoy 7. 
[0017] Rgure 5 shows an embodiment wherein ttie 
STL-buoy 32 is connected via a connection part 33. 
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which in this case may also be a cable, chain or pivoting 
frame member, to the end of a pivot arm 34. The buoy 
32 can be engaged with a keel cavity 37 in the shuttle 
tanker 31 . As can be seen in figure 6, the pivot arm 34 
has the form of a delta-type frame. The arm 34 Is con- 5 
nected to a floating production storage and offloading 
vessel 30 via a pivot connection 31. Carrier arms 32. 
32', which extends transversely to the delta frame 34, 
are connected to a positioning weight 33 which in the 
rest positk)n is boated directly below the pivot joint 31 . w 
A f k)w line 35 extends along the arm 34 to the STL-buoy 
32. 

[0018] Finally, figure 7 shows an embodiment wherein 
an STL buoy 40 is connected to a flow line 41. which 
has no positive buoyancy. Row line 41 is collected on a is 
winch 42 on the FPSO-vessel 43. A shuttle tanker 44 
having a dynamic positioning system In the form of mul- 
tiple thrusters 45 can be manoeuvred in the proximity of 
the FPSO-vessel 43 and can attach to the STL buoy 40 
via a hook-up line 47. With the hook-up line 47 the STL 20 
buoy 40 can be winched into the keel cavity 48 for con- 
necting the flow line 41 to the shuttle tanker 44. No 
anchoring function off the f tow line 41 and STL buoy 40 
are provkied in this case, the dynamic positioning sys- 
tem of the shuttle tanker 44 maintaining the proper rela- 2s 
live position off the tanker 44 with respect to the FPSO- 
vessel 43. 

Claims 

30 

1. Loading arrangement (1) comprising a riser (10) 
extending ffrom a subsea structure to a coupling 
element that is attached to the riser (10) for cou- 
pling the riser to a vessel, the coupling element 
comprising a buoy body (7) that is connected to the 35 
seabed via anchor lines (3,3') that are provided with 
buoyancy means {4A1 at or near their ends that are 
located near the buoy body, characterised in that 
the buoy body (7) is connected to a retention menrh 
ber (2) via a flexible connectk)n part (8.14,15,16), 40 
the retention member (2) being attached to the 
anchor lines (S.S*), wrtierein the connection part 
(8,14.15,16) has a relatively high tensile strength to 
anchor the vessel to the seabed and to prevent drift 

of the vessel when tenston is exerted on the con- 45 
nection part and the anchor tines (3.3*)- 

2. Loading arrangement (1) according to claim 1, 
wherein the retention member (2) conprises a 
chain table connected to the seabed by at least two so 
anchor lines. 

3. Loading arrangement (1) according to claim 2, 
wherein the retention member (2) comprises a 
rotatable swivel (16) having a stationary part con- ss 
nected to the riser and a rotating part connected to 

a flexible riser sectk>n (1 1) extending from the rotat- 
ing swivel part to the buoy body (7), the flexible riser 



section (1 1) being attached to the buoy body (7) via 
a second swivel (17) for allowing displacement of 
the flexible riser section (1 1) in a plane through the 
connection part (8). 

4. Loading anrangement (1 ) according to daim 2 or 3, 
wherein the anchor lines (3,3') are provided with a 
buoyancy member (4,4") near their ends that are 
attached to the chain table (2). 

5. Loading arrangement (36) comprising a f irst vessel 
(30) having a pivot arm (34) that is pivotably con- 
nected to the vessel (30), and a coupling element 
comprising a txioy body (32) being connected to 
the pivot arm (34) via a flexible connectton part (33) 
at or near the free end of the pivot ami, wherein the 
connectton part has a relatively high tensile 
strength to anchor a second vessel (31) via the 
buoy body (32), when it is coupled with a cavity (37) 
near keel level of the second vessel (31) to the first 
vessel (30), and a flow line (35) extending from the 
f irst vessel (30), along the pivot arm (34) to the buoy 
body(32). 

6. Ljoading anrangement (36) according to claim 5, 
wherein the pivot arm (34) comprises a weight (33) 
for maintaining the pivot arm in a stabilised sub- 
merged position. 

7. Loading an'angement (36) according to claim 6, 
wherein the weight (33) is; carried by a support arm 
(32,32*) that is attached transversely to the pivot 
arm (34) such that the weight (33) is located below 
the pivoting connection (31) of the pivot arm (34) to 
the vessel (30) when the arm (34) is in its sub- 
merged equilibrium position. 

8. Loading anrangement (1 ,36) according to any of the 
previous claims, wherein the connection part (8) 
comprises a chain (19). 

9. Loading arrangement (1.36) according to daim 8, 
wherein the chain (19) comprises a chain swivel 
(20) having rotatable first and second segments, 
the first segment being attached to an upper chain 
section (21), the second segment being attached to 
a lower chain section (22) for allowing relative rota- 
tion of the first and second chain sections (21,22) 
around their longitudinal axis. 

10. Loading arrangement (1.36) according to any of 
daims 1 to 7. wherein the connection part (8) com- 
prises a substantially rigk< frame member (14) 
which is connected to the buoy body (7) via a pivot 

connection (15). 

11. Loading arrangement (1,36) according to claim 10, 
wherein the frame member (1 4) is connected to the 
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retention member (2) via a prvot connection (16). 

12. Loading antmgement (48) comprising a first vessel 
(43) having a winch (42) and a flow line (41) con- 
nected to the ¥vinch (42), the flowline (41) being at s 
its free end provided with a buoy body (40). the 
buoy txxJy conprising coupling means for engaging 
with a recess (48) near keel level of a dynamically 
positioned second vessel (44) in the proximity of the 
first vessel (43). io 

13. Loading anangement (48) according to daim 12, 
wherein the buoy body (40) has a generally conical 
shape or the form of a truncated cona 
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